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Welcome to World History and Geography!  These are the capacities that you will build as you study 
history and geography this year.  

● Knowledge of history, geography, civics, and economics which is important to know to better 
understand the world we live in.  

● Interpersonal relations, and critical reasoning skills: You will learn to gather, interpret and 
analyze information all while working together with your classmates.  These skills are important to 
being a good friend, neighbor, and citizen.  

● Respect for the values of a diverse and democratic society: You will learn to appreciate the 
accomplishments and values of diverse people and cultures.  

● A commitment to participation: You will be inspired by the actions taken by others and be 
encouraged to make a difference in your family, community, and school.    (taken from 
Washington State Standards for Social Studies) 

Units of Study  

Unit 1:  Europe During the Middle Ages:  Essential Questions:  Did the benefits of Roman Expansion 
outweigh the costs?  To what extent have contributions of the Roman Empire influenced our modern 
world?  What was feudalism and how did it establish order in Europe during this period?  How influential 
was the Catholic Church in Europe?  What was life like in European towns during the Middle Ages?  What 
contributed to the decline of feudalism and rise of democratic ideals?  What was the Byzantine Empire 
and how was it different from the Roman Empire? 

Unit 2:  The Culture and Kingdoms of Africa:  Essential Questions:  What were the most important 
reasons for the development of kingdoms in West Africa? What led to the success of the empire in 
Ghana?  In what ways did Islam influence the culture of West Africa? In what ways do the achievements 
of West African Cultures influence our lives today?  

Unit 3:  Imperial China:  Essential Questions:  Which methods in China led to the selection of the best 
leaders?  How did the Chinese improve their economy during the Tang and Song Dynasties?  How have 
Chinese discoveries and inventions influenced our modern world?  How did foreign contact influence 
Chinese society?  

Unit 4:  Japan:  Essential Questions:  In what ways did neighboring cultures influence Japan? What 
was the role of the Samurai in Japan during the middle ages?  What was life like in Japan during the 
Middle Ages?  
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Unit 5:  The Americas:  Essential Questions:  What led to the rise and fall of the Mayan Civilization? 
How did the Aztecs rise to power?  What was daily life like for the Aztecs?  What were the significant 
achievements of the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec Civilizations?  What led to the development of the Incan 
Empire?  

Grading:  Overall daily assignments will be worth 50 percent of your grade and projects and tests will be 
worth 50 percent of your grade.  
93-100 = A 87- 89 = B+ 80- 82 = B- 73- 76 = C 67- 69 = D+ 59 and below = F 
90-92 = A- 83 -86 = B 77- 79 = C+ 70- 72 = C- 60 -66 = D 
 
If you show up to class, listen, complete work, and participate, I am confident that you will achieve 
a good grade in this class.  
 
Late Work:  Late work will be accepted, however there may be a penalty for each day late.   It is best 
practice to turn in all work even if it is late!  If you are absent with a valid excuse from class you will have 
time to make up work without penalty.  
 
Google Classroom:  Most all assignments will be posted on Google Classroom.  You will be given a 
code on the first day of class and invited to join via an email to your school email prior to the first day. 
This will allow you to  connect and view assignments, projects, and resources on this platform. Students 
will turn in their assignments on Google Classroom or on the History Alive Learning Management 
Platform.  
 
Online Textbook 
 
You will also have an online textbook and there will be assignments attached to this as well.  You can go 
to the  History Alive website.   Once on the site you will log in.  Your username for logging in is your Trout 
Lake School email.  The password is mustangs.  You will also need my email address which is 
d.dearden@tlschool.net   Once you are logged in go to My Classes which you can find on the left side 
menu.  The starting chapter we will be using is From Republic to Empire.  Remember to save this 
website in your favorites so you can easily access it.  ------  
 
 
Weekly Schedule for Online Learning: 
Monday, and Wednesday:  Live lessons on Google Meets.with whole class.  

● 6th grade 12:29 to 1:19  
● 7th grade 1:22 to 2:12  

Thursday: Video Lessons and/or Individual and small group meetings 
Friday:  Individual and small group meetings.  
 
  Classroom Expectations: 

● Be prepared 
● Use time wisely  
● Be respectful of others 
● Ask Questions 
● Take notes and keep a notebook for this subject 
● Be on time:  
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● Participation will be part of your grade and will be based on attendance, and appropriate 
interactions during class.  

 
I believe that all students will be able to meet the classroom expectations, but if not consequences may 
include the following: verbal warning, conference after class, lunch detentions, call home, and office 
referral.  
 
I have read and understand the classroom information: 
 
 
__________________________   
Student Signature   

 

 

 


